WMCCD
2025 Local Policy Agenda

Stable homes and dignified employment are the cornerstones of a community where everyone
can thrive. Regardless of income or zipcode, every resident benefits from community development
programs that help our neighbors keep a roof over their heads and money in their wallets. Local
governments play a key role in crating strong and equitable communities and cities like Minneapolis and
Saint Paul already have proven initiatives to support small business growth and affordable housing
development. In 2025, we call on local leaders to continue to invest in what works and build new

pathways to prosperity for all.

PRIORITY:
Increase existing funding for local
affordable housing trust funds

Affordable Housing Trust Funds provide
dedicated local revenue for housing. A consistent,
flexible resource, these funds help communities
leverage public and private dollars and jumpstart
projects that draw investment and jobs. In recent
years, the cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul
have established Affordable Housing Trust Funds
to produce, preserve, and protect housing.

To meet the needs of their communities, we urge
Saint Paul to add $11 million to its fund — as well
as the flexibility to support renters and
downpayment assistance programs.

PRIORITY:
Leverage new tax revenue to
increase affordable housing

In 2023, the Minnesota Legislature approved
a new sales tax for housing for metro
counties and cities. The new Local Affordable
Housing Aid program is projected to raise
$48.3 million annually, adding significant
new resources for affordable housing across
the region.

We urge local leaders to seek out and listen
to the expertise of impacted community
members and the recommendations of
nonprofit affordable housing developers to
determine the most equitable and effective
use of these new dollars.

From community safety to community health, local investments across issue areas are
more effective when families have access to stable housing and dignified work.

MCCD

Minnesota Consortium

of Community Developers business development.

With 35 member organizations, MCCD works collectively to grow and strengthen
communities across Minnesota through investments in affordable housing and small




PRIORITY:

Robust investments in BIPOC-
and immigrant-owned small
businesses

Local investments play a key role in fostering
more equitable and sustainable local
economies. Through its technical assistance
programs for businesses (BTAP), cooperatives
(CTAP) and developers (DTAP), Minneapolis
has created effective supports for
entrepreneurs, community-led projects, and
emerging developers of color.

We urge Minneapolis to sustain current
funding sources and other cities to develop
and fund similar programs.

KEY STRATEGIES

With the budget is set through 2026, MCCD will

organize member tours and strengthen

relationships with local officials in Minneapolis,
while working in coalition to advance policies for
renter protections and BIPOC homeownership.
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SUPPORT: Policies to protect and
stabilize low-wealth renters and
aspiring homeowners

The Twin Cities metro region has the highest
share of low-income cost-burdened renters in
the state (86%), as well as the largest
homeownership gap between BIPOC and white
households. Both Minneapolis and Saint Paul
have taken important steps to protect renters
from price gouging by passing rent stabilization
frameworks or policies. We support our
partners in urging local leaders to strengthen
these and other renter protections, and
advance down-payment assistance programs
for homeownership opportunities.

In Saint Paul, MCCD will focus on
advocacy strategies for the Small
Business Technical Assistance Program
and deepening investments in the
Affordable Housing Trust Fund.
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CONTACT KADRA ABDI

Director of Local Policy & Field Building
kabdi@@mccdmn.org, 612-843-3262
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MCCD

Minnesota Consortium
of Community Developers

At MCCD, we convene and mobilize people and organizations
that are developing and managing affordable housing and
providing support and assistance to new and growing small
businesses across the state. Our members are on the ground in
communities across Minnesota putting state policies into
practice, providing unique insight into how existing programs can
work better and where new policies and investments can have
the biggest impact.

As a consortium focused on the collective good over individual
organizational benefit, we take a long-term and systems
approach, looking beyond a single legislative session or policy
initiative, to think broadly and strategically about solutions that
can increase affordable housing and enhance economic
development — especially for those who have been denied
opportunity in the past.

WHAT OUR MEMBERS DO
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Rental Homebuyer
Housing Services

48% ﬂ4%

Small Business Community
Support Building

G 31%

Of the small businesses
assisted by our members,
81% are owned or operated
by a BIPOC entrepreneur

Gl 73%

Of the rental or
homebuyer households
assisted by our members,
73% identify as BIPOC

Learn more at mccdmn.com

OUR MEMBERS

AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Aeon

Alliance Housing Incorporated

American Indian CDC

Artspace Inc.

Beacon Interfaith Housing Collaborative
Build Wealth Minnesota

City of Lakes Community Land Trust

Clare Housing

CommonBond Communities

Dayton’s Bluff Neighborhood Housing Services
Greater Metropolitan Housing Corporation
Habitat for Humanity of Minnesota

Homes Within Reach

Hope Community

Model Cities

Neighborhood Development Alliance
NeighborWorks Home Partners

New American Development Center
Northcountry Cooperative Foundation
Northside Residents Redevelopment Council
PRG Inc.

Project for Pride in Living

Redesign Inc.

Riverton Community Housing Association
Rondo Community Land Trust

RS Eden

Trellis

Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity

Twin Cities Housing Development Corporation
Two Rivers Community Land Trust

Urban Homeworks

Volunteers of America

West Bank CDC

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

African Development Center

African Economic Development Solutions
Asian Economic Development Association
Aurora/St. Anthony NDC

Community Reinvestment Fund

East Side Neighborhood Development
Company

Emerge Community Development

First Children’s Finance

Hmong American Partnership

Initiative Foundation

Lake Street Council

Latino Economic Development Center
Metropolitan Economic Development
Association

Neighborhood Development Center
NEON

Nexus Community Partners

Springboard for the Arts

WomenVenture




