
25 YEARS OF LEADERSHIP IN THE 
FIELD OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

2014 ANNUAL REPORT 

The Founders  

The Emerging Leaders  



This past year marked an important milestone for MCCD.  In 2014, 
we celebrated our 25th Anniversary.  For those in our field, who 
were the Twin Citiesô community development ñpioneersò back in 
1989, the past quarter century has gone by quickly.  Still today, 
many of our early leaders are continuing the important work of 
community building, as they were 25 years ago and earlier. 
 
At MCCDôs anniversary event on October 8, we were able to bring 
together a group of those founders to help us look back at that earli-
er time when MCCD, then known as the Minneapolis Consortium of 
Community Developers, was established.  But milestone events are 
not just a time to look back, they can also help us look ahead. 
 
At our anniversary celebration, we presented an inspiring video of 
an earlier event that brought together MCCDôs founders with a 
group of young professionals who are members of our Emerging 
Leaders in Community Development.  At the event, the Emerging 
Leaders unveiled plans for a series of timely discussions on issues 
facing the field of community development in the 21st Century. 
 
While the 25th Anniversary was a highlight of 2014, our focus con-
tinued to be the important work that we and our members do on a 
day to day basis.  On the advocacy front, we achieved a major legis-
lative victory when the ñHomes for Allò coalition ï co-chaired by 
MCCD ï was able to obtain $100 million in state bonding for afford-
able housing. Our Open to Business initiative helped 57 entrepre-
neurs access nearly $22.4 million in capital for their business pro-
jects. 
    
Our thanks to all our friends and partners that worked with us this 
past year to achieve so much!  And, a special thanks to the many 
early community developers that built the foundation of MCCD so 
many years ago.  We wouldnôt be here today without you! 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Karen Reid, 
Board President 
 
Jim Roth, 
Executive Director 

FROM THE BOARD CHAIR AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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MCCDôS 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 
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ADVOCACY 

During the 2014 session, MCCD worked with our members and partners to 
successfully pass $100 million in bonds for housing, which was a signifi-
cant part of the $846 million dollar bonding package.  This success was due to 
many years of coordinated and collaborative effort through the Homes for 
All campaign.  MCCD also was able to bring our membersô experience into a 
number of campaigns outside of Homes for All, and was able to provide feed-
back on a number of legislative proposals.    
 
Driverôs license issues 
MCCD staff worked to collect and share information with the coalition sup-
porting safe driversô licenses about how businesses have been harmed by exist-
ing restrictions.   
 
Coalition for Choice in Housing 
MCCD supported the Coalition for Choice in Housingôs efforts to eliminate 
existing policy that caps the number of individuals with disabilities residing in 
a building to no more than 25% of the units.  This limit causes substantial 
hardship for developers who create housing for those with disabilities.   
 
Rental housing regulations 
MCCD worked with members and community partners to provide feedback to 
a number of proposed changes to rental housing regulations.   
 
Foreclosure reform  
MCCD worked with our members and community partners who provide direct 
foreclosure prevention counseling to respond to legislation that would have 
stripped the existing counseling network of much of their relevance and ability 
to serve homeowners struggling with foreclosure.   
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2014 Legislative 
Highlights 
 

Expanded supporters of 

Homes for All to over 100 

organizations. 

With our partners, obtained 

35 House and Senate co-

sponsors of the stand-alone 

bonding bill for housing. 

Facilitated meetings with key 

legislators to generate sup-

port for housing issues. 

Testified in support of hous-

ing bonding legislation. 

Facilitated news stories and 

commentary about Minneso-

taôs affordable housing needs. 

Homes for All Advocacy 

 

Homes for All advocates meet at the Min-

nesota State Capitol with Representative 

Alice Hausman (center.) 



MCCD hosts formal and informal events that bring together the regionôs com-
munity development leaders.  These gatherings are attended by community 
development staff as well as funders, policy makers, staff from city and state 
agencies, private lenders, for-profit developers, and other members of the com-
munity.  MCCD also shares news and updates with members and partners 
through its newsletter, website updates, e-news, and Housing Updates. 
 
In 2014, we continued our Community Development Conversations series, 
which covers timely topics in housing and economic development.  Topics in-
cluded: 
 

¶ Post Election Debriefing at Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity. 
 

¶ Collaborations in Place at the Hopkins Center for the Arts in partner-
ship with Hennepin County Community Works and Twin Cities LISC. 

 
We coordinated tours of housing developments sponsored by MCCD members.  
These tours included: 
 

¶ Net-Zero Energy House by Twin Cities Habitat for Humanity.  De-
signed using German Passive Housing methodology, the house is ex-
pected to dramatically reduce energy use.  Members and partners came 
to learn more about the energy efficient design, technology, and me-
chanical systems used. 

 

¶ Concordia Arms by CommonBond Communities in Maplewood.  The 
developer undertook major renovations to this suburban senior living 
community and increased on-site supportive services, including units 
for homeless seniors. 

 

¶ Four Green Homes North Houses Completed by 
Members: Artspace, Greater Metropolitan Housing 
Corporation, PRG, Inc. and Project for Pride in 
Living.  Members and partners learned more about 
the Green Homes North Program of the city of 
Minneapolis. 

NETWORKING AND INFORMATION SHARING 
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2511 James Avenue North 

 

The beautiful home shown at right is one of the four green houses constructed 

in north Minneapolis.   Mitchell Construction, Inc. built this house at 2511 

James Avenue North for nonprofit developer PRG, Inc.  MCCD provided 

Mitchell Construction with a transactional loan to help finance upfront costs 

on this house along with several others the company built.   

Anderson Mitchell 

 

The sole owner of Mitchell Con-

struction, Inc., Anderson Mitchell 

is also a resident of north Minne-

apolis.  The attractive and afford-

able houses he and his construc-

tion company have built in north 

Minneapolis have made a lasting, 

positive impact on the communi-

ty.  
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25 YEARS OF LENDING AND ASSISTANCE 
TO SMALL BUSINESSES 

In 2014, MCCD celebrated not only its 25th anniversary but also 25 years 
of providing loans and technical assistance to small businesses.  When the 
program started in 1989, our largest loan was only $3,000 and we only 
made loans in Minneapolis.    
 
Over the years, we have adapted the loan and technical assistance program 
to meet the wide range of needs of both the small businesses we serve and 
the organizations with whom we partner.  
 
While we still make microloans as small as $1,500, weôve also made loans 
as large as $300,000 to growing second stage businesses.   
 
In the last 25 years, MCCD made 850 loans totaling $13.2 million.  Howev-
er, over one-third of our total loan volume was made in just the last three 
years when we started targeting some of our lending to help second stage 
businesses.   
 
Since 2012 alone, weôve made 136 business loans totaling over $4.7 mil-
lion.  Our loans leveraged another $43 million in other financing, and 
most important, will lead to the creation or retention of over 900 jobs. 
 
You can see the businesses weôve financed revitalizing Lake Street, serving 
customers on Nicollet Avenue, and helping to revive Central Avenue in 
Minneapolis.  They are helping to build communities from Brooklyn Park 
to Waconia and from Shakopee to Hastings. 

2014 Highlights 
 

MCCD helped 63 entrepre-

neurs secure capital to start, 

expand or improve their busi-

nesses, including 57 who re-

ceived direct loans from 

MCCD. 

These 57 direct borrowers 

were located in 25 communi-

ties throughout the metropoli-

tan area. 

MCCD support enabled our 

entrepreneurs to access nearly 

$22.4 million in capital for 

their business projects. 

Open to Business advisors 

provided valuable technical 

assistance to 740 entrepre-

neurs. 

MCCD provided 108 metro 

area residents with credit 

building loans. 

Credit building borrowers who 

completed the program saw 

their credit scores increase an 

average of 35 points. 

Peppers & Fries 
 

Steve Frias (aka Fries), pictured at left, opened Peppers & 

Fries in 2014 with his wife Lorraine and daughter Maria 

(aka Pepper.)  The restaurant is part of the recent resurgence 

along East Lake Street in Minneapolis.  Peppers & Fries of-

fers casual dining with a baseball and sports motif. 

 


